THE  CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

he exclaimed in delight, "Well done, well done, keep
on like that, my good friend, and you* 11 soon be at
your journey's end! It was foolish of my old woman
not to tell me that her cheeses could run by them-
selves, but now that I have found it out, I'm not
going to carry the lazy things a step farther.5*

Having come to this wise resolution he bundled
the cheeses out of the.bag, and, as they rolled down
the hill, cried after them, "There, follow your
companion; but you need not run so fast, for I shall
rest myself a bit and then walk leisurely after you.
Now, mind you all meet me in the market-place." He
watched them with the greatest satisfaction as they
ran down the hill and over the bridge, when, the
road turning suddenly, they were lost to his sight;
and then, too, they all left the road, some running
into one bush and some into another, whilst the rest
got no further than the ditch by the roadside.

After a short rest the worthy man went on his way .
to Nottingham, without troubling his mind about the
cheeses, as he fully expected to find them waiting for
him in the market-place; but when he got there
he was somewhat astonished to find that they had
not yet arrived. "No doubt," he said to himself,
"as soon as they were out of my sight they got to
some of their games in some field or another. That
is always the way, but they'll be here soon." When,
however, the market time was nearly over and the
cheeses had not appeared, he inquired of the market
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